
Rooted in the Gospel of Christ and in the Tradition of Catholicism and Under the Patronage  
of Mary Immaculate, We Commit Ourselves to be a Welcoming Community of Faith,  

Worshipping with Generations of Believers and Serving God in All People.

Welcome New Parishioners
If you are new to our parish and reside within the parish boundaries, and would like to be members, please call the Parish 
Office at 618-281-5105, and our secretary will be happy to help make that happen!

Hola, Bienvenidos – a la iglesia Catolica en Immaculata Concepcion. ¡Que tengas una bendita semana!

We livestream! To participate, please use this link:
https://www.youtube.com/c/ImmaculateConceptionCatholicChurchColumbiaIL

Immaculate Conception
A Full Stewardship Parish ~ Partner Parish of Sacred Heart of Jesus, Dupo, IL

411 Palmer Road, Columbia, IL 62236 | 618-281-5105 | Fax 281-6848

September 29, 2024      Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time      www.icc-columbia-il.us



Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Friday  

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Phone: 618-281-5105

Parish Staff
Pastor, Fr. Steve Thoma, C.R.  
ext. 358 or 805-670-3541 
frsteve@iccmail.org

Business Manager, 
Kara Dell-Hunt  
ext. 350, kdell-hunt@iccmail.org

Director of Music,  
Karen Lundy  
618-719-1815 
karenslundy@gmail.com

Director of Faith Formation, 
Lizanne Young 
ext. 354, lyoung@iccmail.org

IC-PSR Coordinator,  
Rebecca Husman 
ext. 353, rhusman@iccmail.org

Bookkeeper, Sheryl Oglesby 
ext. 351, soglesby@iccmail.org

Secretary,  
Michelle Muckensturm 
ext. 300, iccmail@iccmail.org

Spiritual and Mental Health 
Advocate, Shea Christensen 
ext. 352, schristensen@icsmail.org

ICS Principal, Dave Gregson 
281-5353, ext. 202 
dgregson@icsmail.org

Pastoral Council Chair, 
Bill Simmons 
wsimmons85@yahoo.com

School Board President, 
Jolene Sasser 
boardpresident@icsmail.org

Sacramental Information
Baptisms: Parents/guardians are asked to attend a Preparation Seminar scheduled 
on the second Sunday of the month after 9:00 a.m. Mass (approximately 10:00 
a.m.) in the lower-level library. We celebrate Baptisms on the first Sunday of the 
month during any Mass, and the third Sunday of the month after the 11:00 a.m. 
Mass. (No Baptisms are scheduled during Lent.) Please call the office to schedule 
at 281-5105.
Weddings: The parish is happy to celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 
with adults who are currently registered members of Immaculate Conception 
Church (bride or groom). If you are one of many who would like to “come home” 
to celebrate the Sacrament with family and friends, please provide the name of the 
parish where you are now a member, along with contact information. We ask that 
you contact the IC Parish Office a minimum of four months prior to Marriage, 
but in most cases couples will need to allow time for Pre-Cana formation, and we 
suggest beginning to plan your Sacrament 12 or 18 months prior to Marriage.
Anointing of the Sick & Funerals: Since individual needs differ, please contact 
the Parish Office at 281-5105 for pastoral care. Do not hesitate to call; we are 
grateful for the opportunity to open our hearts to you and your family and offer 
these sacramental services.
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults): OCIA (formerly known as 
RCIA) is for everyone who has been drawn by God to form a deeper relationship. 
Wherever you are in your faith practice – baptized in another Christian faith, 
starting from the beginning, or simply enriching your Catholic practice – consider 
the OCIA. Get to know God better and find out what it means to be Catholic. 
Individuals will meet with our director of faith formation (Lizanne Young) to 
discuss the process. We meet as a group on Sundays (from Autumn through the 
Triduum just before Easter), starting with “Breaking Open the Word” dismissal 
from 9:00 a.m. Mass, and catechetical sessions from 10:00-11:30 a.m. Contact 
Lizanne at the Parish Office, 281-5105, ext. 354, or email lyoung@iccmail.org.
Reconciliation: Reconciliation is offered from 4:00-4:30 p.m. on Saturdays and 
by appointment.

IMPORTANT VOLUNTEER INFO!
Anyone who wishes to volunteer at school or church when there are children 
present MUST be compliant with the Diocesan Child Protection Policy. Please be 
proactive! *EVERYONE must have an IL state background check, as well as doing 
the online refresher and filling out CANTS forms. *Coaches and employees will 
need to be fingerprinted in addition to the usual Child Protection paperwork.  *The 
initial course is now available online. Please contact Michelle at the Parish Office 
for directions. *The refresher course for 2024-2025 IS AVAILABLE ONLINE! 
Follow the link on our website! If you can’t find it there, it is also on the Diocesan 
website at https://diobelle.safeenvironment.org/login/index.php. Not sure if you 
are compliant, or have additional questions? Contact Michelle at the Parish Office 
at 281-5105. *Sexual Abuse Hotline: Anyone wishing to report an allegation of 
sexual misconduct by a Priest or other Diocesan personnel, please call the hotline 
at 800-640-3044.

Purchase Scrip Gift Cards from all of your favorite stores, 
restaurants, etc... in the Parish Office!



Please Pray For
Danielle Dorlac
Donna Archambault-Kania
Arlin Stechmesser
Dakota Schutt
Janice McDermott
Delores Deleveski
Brian Kreher
Rich Sambo
Catherine Sambo
Nicole Pennington
Bill Kutz
Chris Peel
Joan Thoma
Special Intention

Liam Pugh
Don & Shirley Mehrmann
Dolores G.
Elliana Cloin
Earl & Arlene Kruse
Mrs. Steele
The Kruse Family
Betty Schmieder
Lynn Naumann Casey
Ellen Dietz
Jamie Moravec
Mary Lou Mees
Jean Conrad
Jim Grau

Geri Griffin
Donna Ritson
Owen Kinane
Ken Breitenstein
Wanda Schewe
Katie Schoellhorn
Kristen Brewer
Kasen Greer
Bill Kessler
Sandy Kirpatrick
Darrell May
Beth Johns
Hope Weinhoff
Mark Belt

Doug Mercille
Brian Hirsh
Don Day
Brother John Ritter
Mary Schroeder
Roger Karsten
Barbara Kendall
Adam Brandt
Shane Martin
JoAnn Sander
Jacob Nelson

Troops in Service...  SGM Joseph Pope, US Army; Colonel Brian Schoellhorn; Samuel Campbell, Navy;
		  Captain Benjamin Thoma, United States Air Force; Captain Alex Kawalec,
		  United States Air Force

Prayer List Guidelines: Please be mindful – if your loved one no longer needs to be on the Prayer List, call the Parish 
Office at 281-5105.

This Week's Liturgical Celebrations
Masses – Saturday, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.
Monday, September 30	 8:05 a.m.	 We Remember Kenneth Mohr, Sr.
Tuesday, October 1	 8:05 a.m.	 We Remember Leo & Gloria Thoma
Wednesday, October 2	 8:05 a.m.	 We Remember Loretta Weiler
Thursday, October 3	 8:05 a.m.	 We Remember Norm Schmidt
Friday, October 4	 8:05 a.m.	 We Remember Jane Stahlschmidt
Saturday, October 5	 5:00 p.m.	 We Remember Angela Krupp
Sunday, October 6	 7:00 a.m.	 We Remember Chester & Lillian Kopec
	 9:00 a.m.	 We Remember Margie Pautler
	 11:00 a.m.	 We Remember Ralph Herrmann

Weekly Reflections
September 29, 2024: 

First Reading: Numbers 11:25-29
Second Reading: James 5:1-6

Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48



Stewardship... 
Thank you for sharing your blessings with us!

WILLS AND LIVING TRUSTS
In the world of estate planning, Wills and Living Trusts often 
take center stage because they are the most common documents 
used to pass assets after one’s death. They are similar, yet  
different – kind of like siblings, but without all the fighting. Both 
are legal tools that transfer your property to those you love. The 
main difference is that one can be effective while you are still alive 
and the other goes into effect only after you die. There are a few 
more important distinctions you should know about. Let’s go 
over each one, starting with the basics, so you can decide what’s 
best for you.

What Is a Will?
A Will is a legal document that explains what you want to have 
happen when you die – and puts it all in writing. It outlines 
things like who you want to get your property, your money, 
and guardianship of your kids or pets. The important thing to 
note about a Will is that it does not avoid the probate process, 
which is a common misconception. When you die, the person(s) 
you’ve named as Personal Representative (a.k.a Executor), must 
present your Will to the court in the county where you reside at 
death and ask the judge to recognize your Will as valid and grant 
what are known as “letters testamentary” to the person(s) you’ve 
named. It is only then that your Personal Representative has the 
legal authority to administer the terms of your Will.

What Is a Living Trust?
A Living Trust is a legal document that governs what happens to 
your assets during your lifetime as well as at death, quickly and 
easily. It’s referred to as “living” because the Trust goes into effect 
while you’re alive, as opposed to a Will, which only becomes 
effective at your death. You can transfer things like bank or 
savings accounts, cars, real estate, art, jewelry and even intellectual 
property (like your novel manuscript) into a Living Trust. There 
are several significant advantages that a Living Trust provides that 
a Will does not. Those include incapacity planning – your Trustee 
(i.e. the person(s) you’ve designated to manage trust assets after 
you can no longer do it yourself ) can manage your trust assets 
for you if you become incapacitated; privacy – the actions taken 
under a Living Trust are private between your Trustee and your 
beneficiaries; and probate avoidance – a Living Trust if properly 
funded will avoid the probate process, where a Will does not. 
Also Living Trusts, just like Wills, can be changed or completely 
rewritten as many times as you determine necessary prior to your 
incapacity or death. When a Living Trust is used as the primary 
estate planning document, a Will is still recommended to “catch” 
any property that was not placed in your Living Trust prior to 
your death, and to then add that property to your Trust at that 
time.
� – Immaculate Conception Planned Giving Council

September 22, 2024
Actual	 $	 7,933.09
Budget	 $	 23,700.00
Actual YTD	 $	 452,655.64
Budget YTD	 $	 477,325.00
Over (under)	 $	 (24,669.36)
Prior YTD	 $	 472,317.75
Over (under)	 $	 (19,662.11)

Guatemala	 $	 259.00
Capital Improvements	 $	 60.00 
Sr. Thea Bowman	 $	 30.00
Gibault	 $	 110.00
Votive	 $	 216.00
Retired Priests	 $	 77.00
Phase 3	 $	 8,927.00

From Our Young Stewards
Treasure: $1.60
Time and Talent: I cleaned up my room; I 
was kind; I had a fun day with Grandma.



Parish Events & News...
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

PHASE 3 UPDATE
Your generosity is at work enhancing Immaculate 
Conception Parish in a truly amazing way. We have 
received responses from 
over 250 parish families 
with a total of $3,000,000 
pledged. We are getting 
close to reaching our goal 
of $4,500,000. However, 
we need YOUR help. If 
you have not turned in your 
pledge card, please consider 
doing so today. The pledge 
card provides many ways to 
show your support.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & LITURGY
IMMEDIATE OPENING: Immaculate Conception 
Parish seeks a Director of Music & Liturgy who 
will answer God’s call to lead worship music and 
coordinate liturgical celebrations. This full-time 
position includes managing coverage for weekend 
and Holy Day Masses, up to three weekday Masses 
with school children, as well as funerals, weddings and 
special occasions (be present or delegate). The position 
calls for a love of God and Church, the ability to play 
and lead choirs and congregational music, a spirit of 
collaboration, independent judgement and initiative, 
and liturgical experience. The ideal candidate will be 
proficient on piano and organ, and a strong cantor. 
Salary commensurate with experience. To request a 
complete job description, contact Kara Dell-Hunt, 
parish business manager, at 618-281-5105 or email 
kdell-hunt@iccmail.org.

SCRIPTURE DISCUSSIONS FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN
How’s this for a Plan: Come to Mass on Sunday ready 
to engage in the Gospel, Old and New Testament 
Readings and even the homily by spending an hour 
praying with them in advance, with friends!

•	 Women’s Bible Study meets every week in the 
Library on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 
p.m.

•	 The Pathfinders Men’s Group meets every week 
in the Knights of Columbus Room on Saturday 
mornings from 7:30-8:30 a.m.

Just show up, you’re more than welcome!

PARISH WORK DAYS!  
October 12, November 9

BULLETIN DEADLINE
All submissions for the bulletin will need to be in to the 
Parish Office two Thursdays before you need it in the 
bulletin. Submissions will need to be sent to iccmail@
iccmail.org. If you have any questions, please call the Parish 
Office at 618-281-5105.

D.C. PRETZEL AND DONUT SALES...
The next Pretzel & Donut weekend will be October 19 & 
20. All proceeds go to the 8th graders’ trip to Washington, 
D.C.

Ministry News & Happenings
THEOLOGY ON TAP’S  
UPCOMING EVENTS
Dates and Topics are below. All dates are at Sunset 
Overlook in Columbia, IL unless otherwise noted. All 
at 7:00 p.m.

•	 October 7 – Knights of Columbus Speaker 
Series, location TBD

•	 October 21 – Board Game Night!

OUR CAMPAIGN PRAYER
Heavenly Father, You have created us in Your own image, to 
love, serve and honor You with our lives. You have tasked us 
with building Your Church, and passing from one generation 
to the next the treasure trove of our faith. Bless the work of 
our hands as we undertake our next phase in serving You. 
Keep us strong in faith, hope, and love, so that all we do may 
bring glory and honor to You, forever and ever. AMEN.



ICY ODD SUNDAYS
Every Sunday with an odd date is an 

Odd Sunday ICY Meeting. Check out 
the QR code for more details.

Pope Francis Says...
In the Judeo-Christian tradition, the word “creation” has a 
broader meaning than “nature” for it has to do with God’s 
loving plan in which every creature has its own value and 
significance. (Laudato Si 76)
What can I do? Go outside and listen to the sounds of 
creation as God would hear them. Since so many creatures 
are suffering from global warming, encourage electric 
companies to go green, help reduce the burning of fossil 
fuels. Celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, October 
1st, at home with the family or at church.

Discipleship
Stewardship could seem to be an optional discipline, like 
choosing to be a vegetarian. But stewardship really isn’t 
optional for a follower of Christ. We speak of ourselves as 
“children of God.” Is that a metaphor? Are we simply saying 
that God treats us like sons and daughters? But it’s not a 
metaphor. God doesn’t treat us as though we were God’s 
sons and daughters, God made us His sons and daughters.
If I truly am a daughter or son of God, then all people on 
earth are my brothers and sisters.
If I truly am a daughter or son of God, then everything I 
have comes from God.
If I truly am a daughter or son of God, then God and I 
are in this together. I am a partner in the continuing co-
creation and redemption of the world.
That’s why stewardship is not optional for a follower of 
Christ. Stewardship is not about raising money. It’s a whole 
way of life, based on the belief that we truly are daughters 
and sons of God...and my life proves it.

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION
Please join us for Eucharistic Adoration on 
Tuesdays from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
Spend some quiet time with the Lord.

JUST FAITH CLASS
You are invited to participate in the 
last of the three classes on the Climate, 
Sacred Water: Oceans and Ecosystems. 
Water is central both to our Christian 
theology and to our survival. Sacred 
Water: Oceans and Ecosystems guides 
small groups in discerning how they 

can better care for the earth’s waters, as well as the creatures 
and communities who live in and around them.
Sr. Marcia Kruse, 618-570-4084, ASC, Faith Clark, 618-
420-3164, and Carol Waide, 618-910-1648, will facilitate 
the 8 sessions which began September 18. Mark your 
calendars. If interested, you can register at https://justfaith.
org/product/sacred-water-immaculate-conception- 
catholic-church/. You will need to set up an account in 
order to register. If you had one from last year you will need 
to set it up again, as a new system was put in place. Cost 
will be $35.00-$75.00. Our two previous classes have been 
well received. Come join in and learn how you can help.

ICCCW NEWS:
BOXES OF JOY – We are still collecting items for 
the Boxes of Joy Program. You can donate items for 
a box (see box in Gathering space) and we will pack 
it, you can take a whole box to fill, or you can make 
a donation and we will do the shopping for you. Just 
drop your donation in the collection basket and mark 
it “Boxes of Joy.” Items suggested are small toys, 
school supplies, bar soap, comb/brush, toothbrush 
and toothpaste, socks, chapstick, rosary, headbands 
and ponytail holders, etc…

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES:

Thursday, November 14, 2024 is our annual Bunko 
Night of Fun! We will also be drawing our Fall Raffle 
winners on this evening. More details to come.

Thursday, December 5, 2024 – IC Council of Catholic 
Women Christmas Extravaganza.

Next meeting is Thursday, October 3, 2024 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Garden Level. Come enjoy a fun evening 
with other ladies of the parish.

QUILTERS’ CORNER
Join our super fun quilters’ group on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9:00-11:30 a.m. All skill levels welcome 
and appreciated, even beginners! Contact Carlene at 281-
5877.



ACTS

SANCTITY OF LIFE

ICCCW PUBLIC ROSARY – 
OCTOBER 12
The Immaculate Conception Council of Catholic 
Women invites you to join them in praying the Holy 
Rosary for peace in our world and for the sanctity of 
human life on Saturday, October 12, 2024, at 12:00 
noon by the fountain in front of Columbia City Hall. 
All are welcome and encouraged to join in this powerful 

30-minute prayer event which is being coordinated across the country by 
over 20,000 other groups at the same time.

THE 2024 CATHOLIC SERVICE  
AND MINISTRY APPEAL

Serve the Lord with gladness – Psalm 100
On behalf of Bishop Michael McGovern and diocesan ministries and 
programs, a most heartfelt thanks to all those who have already responded 
with a gift to The 2024 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal. If you have 
not done so as of yet, there’s still plenty of time. One-time donations or 
pledges – in any amount – are needed and can be made through your 
parish or at www.diobelle.org (click on “Giving to the Diocese”). 
Your generosity supports 17 agencies and programs that daily serve 
thousands of people. Please consider making your gift today or at any time 
you are able in the coming months. We also ask for your prayers for the 
success of this year’s Appeal and all those we serve. 
Thank you and may God bless you always.

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
All members of a family, no matter what age, who have lost a loved 
one suffer from grief. From toddlers to adults, a death in the family 
creates a void where it was once filled. A wide range of emotions occur, 
and these emotions come and go over time. The grieving process can 
take years. Learn more about grief, its stages and effects, in this section 
in upcoming Sunday bulletins. Contact Kathy Fern at 618-719-1632, 
if you have any questions about our activities or the Bereavement 
Ministry.
Upcoming events:
October 20th: Walk to Remember – 3:00 p.m.
November 2nd: All Souls Mass – 5:00 p.m.

COMFORT WITH A PRAYER SHAWL
If you, or someone you know, needs comfort and prayers, consider bringing 
them a Prayer Shawl, handmade by Immaculate Conception parishioners. 
Each crocheted or knitted shawl is unique, and prayers are said throughout 
the process of the creation. The goal is to provide comfort to the recipient, 
knowing that they are wrapped in the prayers of the parish. 
The Prayer Shawl can be delivered to you, or you may stop in the Parish 
Office during business hours and pick up what you need. Prayer Shawls are 
available for children as well. 
Call Helen Csik at 314-651-5033 or the Parish Office at 618-281-5105.



Immaculate Conception School
409 Palmer Road ~ 281-5353

School Principal: Dave Gregson, ext. 202 ~ dgregson@icsmail.org
School Secretary: Beverly Epplin, ext. 200 ~ bepplin@icsmail.org

MISSION   •   COMMUNITY   •   SERVICE

Upcoming Parents and Friends Meetings:  
October 14, November 11

What’s Happening at Gibault?
ENROLLING FOR FALL 2024
There is still time to be a Gibault Hawk this fall! We are 
accepting incoming freshmen and transfer students at all 
other grade levels. To learn how you can be part of the 
Gibault family, visit https://bit.ly/GCHSInquire.

7th Grade Chicago Trip



Diocesan and Area Interests...
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TOM D. ADAMS
Tel. 618/281-5185 

Columbia
tdadams@htc.net

JAY M. HUETSCH
Tel. 618/939-6126

Waterloo 
jay@jayhuetsch.com

ANDY & KATE HRDLICKA, PARISHIONERS
CUSTOM SING & DESIGN

618-281-2639 | SUMMITSIGN-STL.COM

Premium Quality Sod

Flooring Interiors
For All Your Flooring

& Interior Needs

618-281-7681

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO MAKE OUR BULLETIN POSSIBLE, 

AT NO COST TO THE PARISH.

Our bulletin is printed  
 at no cost to the parish. 
Our advertisers cover all expenses. 
We thank them and encourage 
you to support their businesses.

John Adams, CFP®
Financial Advisor

314-720-2167
John.Adams@ampf.com

ameripriseadvisors.com/john.1.adams
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

9859 Big Bend Blvd, Suite 105
St. Loius, MO 63122

Adams & Huetsch
Attorneys at Law
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Your Hometown Dealer with Hometown Values

618-281-2288 • WWW.BROCKLAND.COM
580 OLD STATE RT. 3, COLUMBIA IL 62236

We Service All Makes and Models!

Ted & Cindy Moore, Owners  www.mooreasphaltinc.net

Accepting Concrete & Asphalt Material NOW! 
CRUSHED AGGREGATE PRODUCTS MADE 
FROM RECYCLED CONCRETE & ASPHALT 

5490 Club Congress Road • Waterloo 
(618) 473-2235

ASPHALT PAVING & SEALING
OIL & CHIP • DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS
#1 Commercial Street • Millstadt

(618) 476-1584

MCAULIFFE CHIROPRACTIC, LLC
109 Wedgewood Dr.
Columbia, IL 62236

618-281-7171
DR. KATHLEEN MCAULIFFE 

(Chiropractor)
DR. KARA LAMACK 

(Chiropractor)
KAITLIN LAMACK, LMT
(Massage Therapy)

Member SIPC

Kim Siegel
Financial Advisor
2810 Frank Scott Pkwy W, Ste 820
Belleville, IL 62223
618-233-3099

Parishioner
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Let's talk about your options.
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ULTIMATE TAX  
SERVICE

Tax Preparation & Bookkeeping

813 Upper Cahokia Rd. LeAnn Henry
Cahokia, IL 62206 618-332-0398

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | BOOKS & BIBLES
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES 

CANDLES | SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS
ST. LOIUS HILLS (314) 644-0643 | O’FALLON (636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

Law office of
Traughber & Morris, LTD

Breidecker Place

217 S. Main St. | coluMBia, il
telePhone: 618-281-7614

JOSEPH SWIERCZEK

618-407-4427
jas1159@gmail.com

10 Hickory Ln, Columbia, IL.

ROOFING 
SIDING 

GUTTERS

(314) 954-7667

We offer Storm Damage Services and Help with Every 
Step of Filing a Claim with Your Insurance Company.

(618) 281-6700
117 S. Main St.

Columbia, IL 62236

www.joeboccardis.comRISTORANTE

Lunch • Dinner • Banquets • Catering

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

314-966-8206
John Andres

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO MAKE OUR BULLETIN POSSIBLE, 

AT NO COST TO THE PARISH.

TO ADVERTISE  
HERE, CALL

DEE PRINTING AT 
1-800-292-9020.


