Immaculate Conception Council of Catholic Women
Monthly Members Minutes
October 1, 2026 Minutes

The Meeting Opened at 6:30pm.

Opening Prayer:  Prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel, Salute to the Cross, and Pledge Allegiance.

Roll Call/Members/Special Events/Sisters in Need of Prayers

Roll Call:  Present:  6; Officers:  4

 Jennifer Richards, president or MEVCCW, spoke at our October 1st meeting and spoke of some goals which include meeting with Bishop Godfrey Mullen on a quarterly basis.  She briefly discussed where we are as a council and offered how she could help.

Member’s Special Events:   Birthdays:  Karen Waide, October 10; Liz Taylor, October 13; Annivefrsaries:  Maggie Burns, October 24 

Sisters in need of prayers: Pray for Lori Doerr; Karen Waide                                                           

Approval of September Minutes:  Bonnie Witges moved to approve the September minutes, and Karen Waide seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  

Treasurer’s Report:  As of September 30, 2026:  Starting balance:  $12,651.87.  Total deposits:  $1,310.00. Total expenses:  $526.46.  Ending balance: $13,435.46.  See attached report for detailed deposits/expenses.

Communications/Bills:  Bills reported in the attached Treasurer’s Report.  The Kevin Glasscock family sent a letter of thanks for the funeral luncheon.

Committee and Other Reports:  

Funeral Meal Committee:  See Treasurer’s Report  

Sanctity of Life: Liz Taylor commented to remember that October is Respect Life Month.  Laura Gidley reported St. James in Millstadt is having a Life Chain his Sunday, October 4th, 2026, starting at St. James Catholic Church parking lot at 1:45 pm to pick up signs and then stand and pray along the street that runs in front of the Church.  On October 8th, to support 40 Days for Life, St Peter & Paul’s Life Team will sponsor a day long event in front of Planned Parenthood in Fairview Heights from 8 am – 6 pm.  See Laura Gidley Feltz if you need help coordinating a car pool.  

The Public Rosary will be said on October 10-th, 2026, at 12:00 noon in front of Columbia City Hall.  Anyone who would like to lead a decade, please let Carrie Boser know.  

On Tuesday, October 13, the Sanctity of Life Committee will take part in the ICC Pro Life Holy Hour.  There will be Adoration, Rosary, and Benediction from 7:00 -8:00 pm.  Laura asked to please attend to support Pro Life.  If you would like to lead a decade, contact Carrie Boser.
MEVCCW:  The Metro East Vicariate Meeting was Thursday, October 1, 2026 in Millstadt, Illinois and hosted by the CCW women of St. James parish.  It was attended by Stephanie Burns, Maggie Burns, Kathy Ritter, Lori Doerr, Glenda Sexauer, and Mary Wilson.      

Unfinished Business:

Office Vacancies for 2027 – 2029:  Kathy Ritter, secretary, and Glenda Sexauer, treasurer, will end their terms in May 2027.  Please consider nominating someone for these positions by April 1, 2027.

Boxes of Joy:  Mary Wilson and Marty Colley are nearing the finish line, and the donations continue to come in.  We have a total of $3,096 as of September 28, 2026.  We have 302 boxes that were returned or filled with items parishioners donated.  While the total donations would pay postage for 344 boxes we will target 325.  We have begun our screening process.  Last week a few women met and reviewed all 101 boxes that were here at the time.  37 were ready to go, but 64 will need additional review.  Maggie Burns has screened an additional 60 boxes, and Mary has screened 91 boxes.  Marty Colley filled 50 boxes which will be screened and the “Story of Jesus” will be added.  Boxes will need to be delivered by October 17th to the McCormick Center at St. Peter’s Cathedral in Belleville.  Due to the volume of boxes that must be delivered, Mary may seek assistance.  Mary will have a final report at the November meeting. 

KCKC:  One form was turned in at the last meeting, and Molly Spitz took that one.  There were two additional forms turned in, and Lori Doerr spoke up for one of them.  One more member is needed to take the other form.

BDCCW Convention:  The convention will be in Pinckneyville, Illinois on October 21, 2026.  Bishop Godfrey will be the morning speaker, and Donna Carrie will be the afternoon speaker.  The registration form is due Monday, October 5th.

Bunko/Fall Quilt & Basket Raffle:  We have 14 baskets, including the quilt/afghan and lap quilt for our Fall Basket Raffle.  The raffle winners will be announces at our Fall Bunko Ladies Night Out on Thursday, November 12, 2026.  We are scheduled to sell raffle tickets in the Gathering Space the weekends of October 31/November 1 and November 7/8.  Volunteers are needed to sell tickets.  Please add your name to the signup sheet for covering a particular Mass.  Snacks/Wine are needed for Bunko night.

Christmas Party:  Our Christmas party food was voted on at last month’s meeting.  Mr. BBQ will cater our dinner at the Garden Level.  The cost is $10 per person, and the CCW will cover the $9 per person, since the cost of the meal is $15.95 plus 20% gratuity.  It will be our regular meeting night on Thursday, December 3, 2026.  Last year, we met earlier at 5 pm, and Liz would like to suggest we meet at this time again in order to have our meeting and then have dinner.  Liz has asked Fr. Brian to attend our Christmas party, and he has accepted.  There is a signup sheet, so please add your name if you plan on attending. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Christmas with the Retired Priests at the Hincke-Sense Home:  Liz spoke to Nick Staten, director of the Hincke-Sense Home for Retired Priests, and asked if December 9th would work for our visit, and he confirmed the date.  There are 11 priests in the residence.  He asked for a head count, so Liz would like members to sign the signup sheet if planning on attending.  A $50 gift to each priest was approved at the last meeting.  Kathy Ritter will decorate tissue  boxes again.  Liz Taylor is giving a ham, and ICCCW will give them NY strip steaks.  In addition, Bonnie Witges and Elaine Matlock Kish are giving each priest a book of stamps.  Liz will add some other items to their Christmas  bags.  Volunteers are needed to include baked goods.  
 
New Business:

Gabriel’s Retreat Center:  Liz Taylor spoke to Shawna Dubois of Gabriel’s Retreat Center about attending our meeting on Thursday, January 7, 2027, and she said she would love to come and speak at our meeting.  We usually ask our members for some pampering items for the moms who attend the retreats.  
  
Spiritual Segment:  Kathy Ritter spoke of Archbishop Fulton Sheen’s devotion to Mary and the significance of the World Mission Rosary.  Molly Spitz volunteered for the October spiritual segment.  

Snacks:  Thank you to Stephanie Burns and Susie Curtis who volunteered for the October snacks.  Bonnie Witges and Glenda Sexauer volunteered for November snacks.  

Memories of our Sisters in Christ:  We recited the Memorare for all of our deceased sisters in Christ.  

Our Next Meeting:  Thursday, November 5, 2026.

Closing Prayer:  We closed our meeting with the Hail Mary.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathy Ritter, ICCCW Secretary






















Immaculate Conception Council of Catholic Women
Treasurer’s Report
As of September 30, 2026

                                                                                                                                         Checking Account

Starting Balance                                                                                                                                    $ 12,651.87

  Deposits                                                                                              
     15-Sep Eight Members Day of Prayer Lunch               $         80.00                           
     24-Sep Funeral Donations (2)                                         $      550.00
     24-Sep Box of Joy Donations                                          $       380.00
     28-Sep Box of Joy Donations                                          $       300.00
     
                        Total Deposits                                                                                                             $   1,310.00





  Expenses
     4-Sep St. James CCW for Day of Prayer Registration  $       140.00
   11-Sep Schnuck’s Funeral Meal                                        $       150.94
   16-Sep Citry of Columbia-Raffle & Bunco License         $          50.00
   21-Sep Schnuck’s Funeral Meal                                        $        185.52

                        Total Expenses                                                                                                           $      526.46     

Ending Balance                                                                                                                                   $13,435.41  

Treasurer Glenda Sexauer


